University of South Florida

Digital Commons @ University of South Florida
Cave Research Foundation newsletter

Newsletters and Periodicals

August 2006

Cave Research Foundation newsletter CRF newsletter
Cave Research Foundation

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/cave_research_foundation

Recommended Citation
Cave Research Foundation, "Cave Research Foundation newsletter CRF newsletter" (2006). Cave
Research Foundation newsletter. 65.
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/cave_research_foundation/65

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Newsletters and Periodicals at Digital Commons @
University of South Florida. It has been accepted for inclusion in Cave Research Foundation newsletter by an
authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. For more information, please contact
scholarcommons@usf.edu.

CAVE RESEARCH FOUNDATION
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
VOLUME 34, NO. 3

AUGUST 2006

DESCENT INTO ROPPEL
See Mammoth Cave Reports, pages 9-12
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CRF NEWSLETTER
Volume 34, No.3
-established 1973
Send all articles and reports for submission to:
William Payne, Editor
5213 Brazos, Midland, TX 79707-3161
The CRF Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the
Cave Research Foundation, a non-profit organization
incorporated in 1957 under the laws of Kentucky for the
purpose of furthering research, conservation, and
education about caves and karst.

Newsletter Submissions & Deadlines:
Original articles and photographs are welcome. If intending
to jointly submit material to another publication, please inform the CRF editor. Publication cannot be guaranteed, especially if submitted elsewhere. All material is subject to revision unless the author specifically requests otherwise. For
timely publication, please observe these deadlines:

February issue by December 1
May issue by March 1
August issue by June 1
November issue by September 1
Before submitting material, please see publication
guidelines at: www.cave-research.org
NEWSLETTER STAFF:
Content Editor: William Payne,
Layout and Photos: Ralph Earlandson,
edu
Mailing: Bob Hoke,
©2006 Cave Research Foundation

Cave Research Foundation Board of Directors
President - Chris Groves,
Treasurer - Roger Smith,
Secretary - Pat Seiser, c
Hamilton Valley Director - Pat Kambesis
Diana Tomchick, Mick Sutton, Joel Despain,
George Crothers, Richard Maxey, Bernie Szukalski
Operations Council
Barbe Barker (Guadalupes), Scott House (Ozarks),
Janet Sowers (Lava Beds), Dave West (Eastern),
John Tinsley (SequoialKings Canyon)
For information about the CRF contact:
Dr. Chris Groves
Hoffman Environmental Research Institute
Department of Geography and Geology
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, KY 42101, phone 270-745-5201
Donations to CRF should be sent to:
Roger K. Smith, Jr., CRF Treasurer
17 Angelica Drive
Avondale, PA 19311-1327

CRF Treasurer Has Moved
CRF's treasurer, Roger K. Smith, has recently
moved. His new address is: Roger K. Smith, 17 Angelica Drive, Avondale, PA 19311-1327.
Please note that his e-mail address has also
. Do
changed. It is now
not use his old yahoo.com address, as he rarely checks
it. The masthead on this page has been updated with
Roger's new info.

Eastern Operations Resignation
In Eastern Operations, Matt Mezydlo has resigned
as Personnel Officer after many years of service. We
thank Matt for his dedication, and wish him God speed
as he takes the time needed to care for his family. We
are fortunate that Bob Lodge has agreed to take on the
duties from Matt, and welcome him to the operations
family. -- Dave West

CRF Newsletter Goes On Line!
From the Content Editor, William Payne: You
can now download this issue, and past issues, from the
CRF website. Just go to the member's section, log in as
a member, and you'll find an easy link to the page
where they're stored: http://www.cave-research.org/
From the Layout Editor, Ralph Earlandson: Beginning with this issue, all photos will appear in color
on the website. In earlier issues that appear on the
website, photos are in black and white, as I had converted the images to B&W in Photoshop, since paper
copies of the newsletter are printed in B&W. The
earlier issues will be posted on the website in the coming months. We will continue to print the paper copies
in B&W to save money, so you'll have to go to the
website to see it in color.

Is Your Contact Information Correct in the CRF
Database??? The next issue of the CRF Newsletter
will include the annual Membership List. If your email address or any of your phone numbers have
changed since the last list (in July, 2005) please send
the new information to Phil Diblasi so he can update
the CRF database. Phil's e-mail address is:
and his mailing address is:
PO Box 126, Louisville, KY 40201-0126.

Cover Photo
Charles Fox climbs the ladder at the entrance to Roppel Cave during the Memorial Day 2006 Mammoth
Cave expedition. You can see this photo in color by
viewing this issue on the CRF website (see above).
Photo by Laura J. Lexander.

3

2006 ANNUAL CRF MEETING
October 6-8, Lava Beds National Monument, northeastern California
The Lava Beds Project of the Cave Research
Foundation is pleased to invite you to the 2006 Annual
CRF Meeting, to be held October 6-8 at Lava Beds
National Monument near Tulelake, California. The
meeting will be held at the new Research Center, built
by CRF donations in 2005. We are excited about the
new center and look forward to hosting our first BOD
meeting there. For more information on the Research
Center, including photographs, see our web site at
http://www.labe-research-center.org.
Lava Beds is on the north flank of the Medicine
Lake volcano in northeastern California and sports
over 500 lava-tube caves. A dozen or so of these
caves are walking distance from the new building.
The members meeting on Saturday will be a treat
for all. After the formalities, each project area will
have an opportunity to present some aspect of its research. A projector screen and digital projector will be
available, along with wall space for maps or posters.
Then, after lunch join us for a tour of the best of Lava
Beds. We'll see lava caves, desert scenery, volcanic
geology, the site of the Modoc War, Native American
petroglyphs, and wildlife.

Tentative Agenda:
Thursday October 5: Board and Operations Council
(OC) members arrive.
Friday October 6:
8:30 am: Board and OC in closed meeting at the Fire
Cache.
6:30 pm Dinner in the Research Center.

Cost:
CRF-Lava Beds members will serve participants
three meals-a-day starting Friday morning. A fee of
$50, payable upon arrival, will cover Friday breakfast
through Sunday lunch, $40 will cover those who arrive
Friday night. Either includes the Saturday night banquet at the restaurant.
Lava Beds National Monument is providing accommodations free of charge. Please state your preference of the research center (holds twelve in beds,
cots, or the floor), staff apartments (each holds 4), or
campground (restrooms but no showers). All are
within walking distance of each other. Users are responsible for cleaning their accommodations before
leaving.
Getting there:
Lava Beds is located in a remote area of northeastern California. It is close to the Oregon border but
far from any large airport. Driving is a good way to get
to Lava Beds if you are coming from a western state.
The closest town of any size is Klamath Falls, Oregon,
about a 50-minute drive, which does have an airport
with scheduled air service, but it is typically costly to
fly in there. If you fly, a better deal may be Reno.
Once in Reno, you must rent a car and drive about 5
hours (through incredible scenery) to get to Lava Beds.
Call Janet Sowers if you need help with your travel
plans.
CRF Meeting - cant. an page 8

Saturday October 7:
8:30 am: Members meeting in the Research CenterJoel Despain, facilitator.
Summary of Board meeting - Chris
Groves, President.
Announcements of awards, fellowships,
new directors and officers of CRF.
9:30 am: Presentations of research in the CRF project areas.
12:00 pm: Lunch at the Research Center.
2:00 pm: Field trips: Tours ofLABE caves, Captain
Jacks Stronghold, Petroglyph Point.
6:30 pm: Banquet Dinner at Captain Jacks Stronghold Restaurant.
9:00 pm: Reception at the Research Center.
Sunday, October 8
Breakfast and conversation.
Free time all day. Additional cave tours will be offered, or you may explore on your own.
Sack lunches provided.

Valentine Cave in Lava Beds National Monument.
Photo by Janet Sowers.
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A Resurvey of Catacombs Cave
Lava Beds National Monument, California
By Liz Wolff
Introduction: Lava Beds National Monument is located in far northeastern California on the northeast
flank of the Medicine Lake shield volcano. Medicine
Lake volcano was built up of fluid basaltic lava transmitted through lava tubes, hundreds of which still exist
today. The lava flows from Mammoth Crater, a parasitic cone on the northern flank of Medicine Lake volcano which covers about 70% of Lava Beds and contains most of the caves known in the Monument. President Calvin Coolidge set aside 76 square miles of volcanic landforms as Lava Beds National Monument on
November 21, 1925 in recognition of the spectacular
natural features and their role in the Modoc Indian
War of 1872-73 . The Cave Research Foundation
(CRF) began working in its many caves in 1989.
History: Many of the Lava Beds caves were located
and named by Judson Dean Howard during the years
1917 -1933. He was an early area settler, and a selfeducated student of the classics, enamored of Greek
and Roman mythology. Catacombs Caves' many passages reminded Howard of the underground burial
places of ancient Rome. He discovered Catacombs in
1913 and dug the entrance open to a passable size. The
twilight zone was covered with ferns in the entrance
microclimate. Since opening, the cave has been desiccated by the desert air and the ferns are gone.
The first map of Catacombs Cave was made by
Howard in 1920 using a plane table and compass, and
the compass and pace method. In 1963 Stewart Peck
and G. Gilbert Sopher used a Brunton Pocket Transit
and steel tape for their map. Aaron Waters, E. W. Pittinger and William Ruddiman, III, used a combination
of plane table and stadia rod, or Brunton Pocket Transit and steel tape (depending on passage size) during
their survey of 1973-75. Although additional passage
was known, the National Park Service asked that the
low, tight areas not be added to the map in hopes that
visitors would not enter them and possibly become lost
or injured. The next effort was by Bruce Rogers and
other Golden Gate Grotto members in 1984, but this
map was never published. Instead, the 1975 Waters
map was amended by Rogers and republished in
U.S.G.S. Bulletin 1673 in 1990. The fifth map was by
Jim & Libby Nieland using a Brunton Pocket Transit
and steel tape in 1990. Each survey effort extended the
length of the cave; none of the maps included crosssections, profiles or vertical controls.
Description: Catacombs Cave is in a moderate-sized
distributary off the mai n tube system. Its 8400+ feet is
encompassed inside an area 2075 feet long by 320 feet

wide, and has a single entrance. The cave is a braided
maze lava tube on several levels that trends northeast
from a lava pond area near the extreme southwest end
of the Monument Headquarters Cave Loop Road. The
entrance area is spacious, with branches separating and
rejoining along much of its length. A few side passages dead-end or become too small, but most rejoin
the main tube. Beyond the first divergence as many as
five parallel passages may confuse the unwary, as will
the five cross-over points between the deeper northwest passage and the higher elevation southeast passage. The balcony or ledge heights between the north
and south passages range from four feet at the first
divergence, a sloping walkway, to fifteen feet at the
Bathtub, an overhung pit. The south passage is more
tourist friendly, being mainly walking height as far as
the Upstairs Crossover to Cleopatra's Grave. Few areas of breakdown exist in the cave. The north passage
is mainly stoop walking or crawlway in height. Toward the end of the cave from the Upstairs Crossover,
the passage alternates from very low, tight crawls, to
spacious walking-sized, with interesting side passages
that either are closed by lava seals, blocked with
breakdown blocks, or become too small for a person to
continue. Few people enter this part of the cave.
Much of the cave is well decorated with lava-tube
slime in either silver or gold; red iron and white calcium stains delineate cracks in the dark gray walls;
remelt formations in the forms oflava ribbons, 'soda
straws', slumped linings and shark-tooth stalactites
festoon the walls and ceilings, while driblet spires, or
little people, cover the floors in a few areas. The floors
vary from smooth or ropy pahoehoe, to a rounded or
spiny "cauliflower" texture, and have numerous cascades and lava falls. Rafted blocks are present
throughout much of the cave, the most notable being
coffin-shaped and sized Cleopatra's Grave, named by
J.D. Howard in 1914. He also named the Elephant's
Rump, Bedroom and Bathtub; he painted names on the
Grave and Rump features . His name, along with a couple of others, is found painted on a rafted block in a
lower level of the northwest passage.
The Resurvey: Catacombs Cave, one of the most
popular caves at the Lava Beds, is open for visitation
with no restrictions. Due to its many confusing passages, Catacombs Cave sees most of the rescues at the
Monument. May 28, 2004 the Siskiyou County Search
and Rescue (SAR) coordinator contacted the Shasta
Area Grotto (SAG) regarding two children lost from a
school group; they were last seen in Catacombs Cave.
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Following 24 hours of non-caving SAR and Monument personnel searching, a fast, methodical search of
the cave by SAG members found the children in an
area that was not included on the map, in an area beyond, marked "too low, continues". Shortly after this
time, the Monument decided a more complete map
was needed, so that searchers could have a better idea
of the caves true extent and what it is actually like.
CRF members also offered the Monument a search
plan for the cave with control points marked for any
future rescues. Late 2004, Iris Heusler, in charge of
surveys for the CRF Lava Beds project, contacted several people seeking a person to head up a possible resurvey of Catacombs Cave, and I eventually responded
positively. After receiving copies of the Nieland survey notes and a plot of the cave, I determined that a
complete resurvey would be easier than recreating the
old survey.
The first trip into the cave was April 23, 2005.
Personnel on that trip were Melanie Jackson, Russ
Yoder, and Liz Wolff. They met Bill Devereaux at the
new CRF and Western Region (National Speleological
Society) funded Research Center near the Monument
Headquarters, to pick up extra equipment for the survey. The survey covered the entrance area, the Bedrooms, the main passage down to the first large lava
fall and back up the parallel passage to the north. A
total of 1064.4 feet was surveyed that day.
The second trip was May 14,2005. Personnel
were Robert Nixon, Russ and Liz. This survey ran
from the lava fall around several pillars, up to the
Bathtub, and back to the first divergence via a parallel
passage, closing several loops. The survey totaled
1598.6 feet. The parts of the cave most frequented by
tourists were now done. Planning was begun for an
expedition over Memorial Day weekend.
Memorial Day weekend, May 28-29, 2005, saw
three survey teams in the cave. Liz assigned starting
and tie-in points, and directions to survey. The first
team, consisting ofIris Heusler, Elliot Sowadsky and
James Wilson, began their survey at the second divergence. The survey point was located and they were off
to do several side passages before setting a station under the hole up to the Bathtub, eventually arriving at a
lava seal near Howard's Hole. The second team of
Cindy Heazlit, Matt Blum and Bill Devereaux began at
the third divergence, tied in to the main passage again
at the nine foot cross-over, or fourth divergence, and
were off to Howard's Hole. The third team of Liz,
Melanie and Russ continued in the main southeast
passage, past the Elephants Rump, toward the end of
the cave, but not quite reaching it. A total of3457.2
feet was surveyed by all three teams in two days.
No trips were made again until the 2005 July 4th
weekend. On the 2nd, the team consisted of Sharon

Graves, David Kulmel, Russ and Liz. They surveyed
to the end of the cave, picking up an upper level maze
passage that was sketched on the Nieland map. On the
3rd, David, Russ and Liz began at the Upstairs Crossover and proceeded about halfway to Howard's Hole,
ending at a six foot lava fall. The total footage for the
two days was 1314.7 feet.
Saturday of Labor Day weekend Liz, Melanie and
Jansen Cardy mapped from the six foot lava fall to
Howard's Hole and into a couple of upper level passages. They tied in to the previous survey at the bottom of the Hole. The next day Liz, Jansen, Bill, and
Robert Pleszewski completed the lower passage beyond the Hole. Toward the entrance, they tied in to
Iris's survey and picked up an upper level that had
been left, then exited the cave. Total survey for the
weekend was 1001 feet (plus a bit around the occasional hardhat, and between heads to see if we were,
maybe, like, all on the same wavelength?). The in-cave
survey was done, leaving some surface traverse to
complete the map.
October 9, 2005 was the final field day at Catacombs, following a convivial evening in which cavers
and NPS personnel celebrated the completion of the
Research Center. Liz, Bill, James, and Jim Wolfftraversed around the lava lake at the entrance of the cave.
A small surface tube was surveyed inside the lava lake
itself and two holes down into the rubble checked to
see if they would connect to a tight, nearly vertical
tube in loose breakdown with daylight visible, in the
Bedroom area of the cave. Neither one was passable,
nor was voice connection made.
Survey Summary and Useless Trivia: Fourteen
cavers worked 8 days, surveying 8435.9 feet of cave to
a depth of 132.1 feet, with cross-sections and profiles;
a total of 305 man-hours was spent setting 245 stations; averaging 34.4 feet per station, and one station
per hour and a quarter (man-hours, that is).
Selected References:
Devereaux, Bill, 2005, personal communication.
Larson, Charlie, & Larson, Jo, 1990, Lava Beds Caves, p. 33-34.
Peck, S., 1972 [1976], Mapping the caves of the Headquarters
Lava Flow (Lava Beds National Monument, CA) ill : Halliday, W.
H., ed., International Symposium on Vulcanospeleologyand its
Extraterrestrial Applications, a special session of the National Speleological Society Annual Convention, White Salmon, WA, 29th,
Proceedings: Seattle, WA, Western Speleological Survey Special
Publication in cooperation with the National Speleological Society,
p. 20-25.
Rogers, Bruce, 1984, unpublished notes in Cave Notebook No.
II.
Rogers, Bruce, 2005, personal communication.
Vargo, John G, 2005, "Letter to Bill Kenney", SAG RAG , Vol.
24 No 2, Mar-Apr 2005, p7.
Waters, A. C., Donnelly-Nolan, J. M., and Rogers, B. W., 1990,
Selected caves and lava tube systems in and near Lava Beds National Monument, California: U.S.G.S. Bull. 1673" p. 24-29, plate I,
map 3.
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I REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS I
Lilburn Memorial Day Expedition: May 27-29, 2006
Expedition Leader: Jed Mosenfelder
Following the usual tradition for the Memorial
Day holiday, a cast of thousands descended into Redwood canyon this weekend. "Bring your earplugs" was
probably my most useful warning to the participants.
Lots of new blood was added to our CRF project this
trip, including infants Forrest and Liam, hopefully the
first of their many forays into the canyon. Brad and
Gareth arrived early on Friday night and fixed the water system; massive winter tree fall in the canyon behind the cabin had cut the siphon and covered up many
of the best tent spots. Saturday dawned with my head
swimming trying to figure out where to send everyone
in the cave. Around 2 PM, upon arrival of the gate key,
seventeen cavers started piling into the entrances. A
crew of eight went to the Blue Passage area. Bill
Frantz led the way, dropping off Matt, Elizabeth,
Rhea, Katy, and Ethan to pursue a blowing, tight lead
previously pushed two years ago. Three out of five
were stopped at the squeeze known as "the Joel filter",
but Matt and Elizabeth slithered through. On the other
side are some climbs that they judged to be too sketchy
to do without gear, so this remains a promising but
remote and difficult area to push (only extremely thin
people need apply!). On the way out they scoped out a
tall dome lead in the main passage requiring bolting.
Meanwhile Bill took newcomers Ben Nugent and Sam
Gibson on a healthy tour of the cave, stopping along
the way to fix some junctions on the phone line.
At the north end of the cave, we sent nine bodies
to the Kleinbottle area digs. Even though this area has
been worked for many years, every time we go there
we get excited about the possibility of breaking into
"the great north cave." With a full bucket brigade efficiently working together, we managed to push the
main dig about 20 feet forward before declining air
quality brought us to our senses. So we all rolled back
out of the crawlway, argued about the map for a while
trying to decide the way on to the other digs (finally
figuring out that the connecting passage was too wet
this time of year), then piled back in for more digging,
figuring the air flow might have been restored in the
meantime. No such luck, so after a few more bucket
passes we rolled back out and everyone proceeded on
a through trip to the historical entrance. Along the
way, Bill Farr, Will and I checked on a climbing lead
in the vicinity of the lake room that looks quite promising but will require at least 40 feet of bolting up a
sheer wall.

On Sunday a lot of useful surface work got done
(mostly wood gathering and chopping and ridgewalking), and there were four trips into the cave. Carol,
Rich, and Ethan surveyed a canyon lead off the CG
survey near the hex room for 89 feet. Along the way
they had to dig open a tight constriction, and they
passed a pit that could not be descended safely without
rope, down which they tossed a note on flagging.
Brad, Ryan, Kayla, Mick and I shot down the elevator
to the Music Room along the R survey to check on the
many question marks remaining on the quad map in
this area. We poked around for over two hours in this
confusing maze, making many adjustments to the map
but not finding anything worth surveying and/or pushing in the wet state of the cave. On the way out of the
cave we checked a lead near the Bacon Rind room that
goes up a tricky climb. Ryan stood on our shoulders
and hurled himself up the slope, reporting some pas-

Matt Covington bolting his way up "Rock On Dome"
high above the Blue Passage. Photograph by Will
Heltsley.
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sage on the other side that we will have to come back
to when we can leave a hand line on the climb (neither
Brad nor r felt like repeating the leaping maneuver
required for Ryan to come back down). Elsewhere,
Joel led a trip to the south part of the cave to introduce
the route to his new assistant cave specialist, Ben
Tobin, with Luca and Stephanie tagging along. Meanwhile, the effort-of-the-day award went to Matt, Will
and Marek, who went back to the enticing dome lead
above the Blue passage. When they arrived Matt realized he had forgotten the bolt hammer, so the crew
found a rock suitable for pounding in bolts and put it
in a stuff sack to haul up the climb. Being careful not
to drop the rock (!), Matt bolted up about 70 feet in
two pitches, switching bel ayers at a hanging stance
halfway up. Eventually he reached an awkward constriction that he was able to free-climb up through .
This led to a second vertical constriction and then to a
small passage that unfortunately ended in a flows tone
choke. The climbers were too burnt out to survey this
dead-end lead and headed out of the cave.
On Sunday night Dan Doctor arrived to work on
his hydrology project, the field component of which is
being handed off to Joel and Ben while Dan goes to
Washington to take a new job. A neat demonstration of
the automated samplers was given on our hike out of
the canyon, and the three of them stayed behind for an
extra day to transfer knowledge and make measurements. As usual, it was a fun and productive weekend.
Participants: Luca Chiarabini, Marek Cichanski, Rich Collier,
Elizabeth Covington, Matt Covington, Forrest Despain, Joel Despain, Kate Despain, Dan Doctor, Ethan Donahue, Bill Farr, Brian
Farr, Mick Fingleton, Sam Gibson, Bill Frantz, Brad Hacker, Will
Heltsley, Howard Hurtt, Isaac HuITt, Stephanie Malady, Jed Mosen felder, Ben Nugent, Kayla Petitt, Gareth Seward, Ben Tobin,
Heather Tobin, Liam Tobin, Carol Vesely, Ryan Wopschall, Rhea
Workman.

CRF Meeting - cant. from page 3
Pre-meeting field trip:
John Tinsley will be running a geology field trip
that will begin in San Francisco on Sunday, October 1,
and end up at Lava Beds on Thursday, October 5.
Participants will need to provide their own vehicle and
camping gear for the trip. Carpooling is encouraged.
Expect to see San Francisco's coastal features and the
San Andreas fault, gold mining areas in the foothills of
the Sierra Nevada, Yosemite National Park, Lassen
Volcanic National Park, and a traverse across the
Medicine Lake Highland to include Medicine Lake
Volcano, winding up at Lava Beds on Thursday. We
will plan to camp each night; there may be some nominal costs associated with camping; not all negotiations
for camping have been ironed out yet. Once Tinsley
has an approximate head count, further details will be
provided. Field trippers should plan to drive, or fly to
the airport of their choice and rent a car. SF Int'I is the
closest airport to the field trip's point of origin.
Registration:
To register, please send an e-mail to Janet Sowers
at
In the e-mail please state:
Names of persons in party.
Your travel plans, with dates and times of arrival
and departure.
Accommodations preference (research center,
apartments, or campground).
Number of persons from your party attending the
Saturday night banquet at the Stronghold restaurant.
Title of presentation (20 minutes each). We encourage each project area to give at least one
presentation.
If you are also interested in the field trip, send an additional e-mail to John Tinsley at
you have questions about the presentations.
We hope to see you in October!
--Janet Sowers
home 510-236-3009
cell 510-334-9351

An "exploded" cave cricket in Pohl Avenue, Unknown
Cave. Photo taken by Laura 1. Lexander during the
Memorial Day 2006 Mammoth Cave expedition.
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Mammoth Cave: Labor Day Expedition: September 1-5, 2005
Expedition Leaders: Bob Osburn and JoAnn Osburn
The 2005 Labor Day Expedition was large and
productive. Forty-eight people signed in for the expedition and several others passed through but did not
cave. The expedition was larger than I had hoped but I
let it continue to grow because everyone that called
was competent and useful. About 4,500 feet of cave
was surveyed, 1,300 feet of new survey and 3,200 feet
of resurvey. 21 trips were fielded, 3 on Friday, 12 on
Saturday, and 6 on Sunday. Participants were helpful,
energetic, caved hard and the expedition was in generalless stressful than the size suggested it would be.
This did not prevent the expedition leader from making a few mistakes detailed later.
Several areas were emphasized at this expedition.
One small cave, Missing Pit Cave, was mapped on
Friday by Matt Goska, Heather Levy, and Matt Mezydlo. It was a small pit sequence choked with sandstone
breakdown and went about 20 feet counting all the
drops.
Two trips were fielded to the Carmichael Entrance, the Rocky Mountains and Maelstrom area, to
resketch this large passage. Scott House led both trips.
Friday's trip was fleshed out with Bob Osburn and Ed
Klausner and Saturday's with Bob Osburn, Joanne
Osburn, and Amy Crews. About 800 feet of trunk was
surveyed back to the Maelstrom where it ends not
counting the pit. Odd way for such a big passage to
stop. Maelstrom pit survey remains to be done.
After many years of being inaccessible, the Cox
Entrance was found to be open to human entry sometime during the past month or two. The area accessed
via this entrance is fairly hard to get to from the other
side and effort was made to fill in this area as well as
we could at this expedition. A short ladder drop is required just inside the entrance. Four parties were
fielded. Andrea Croskrey led Rick Toomey and Rick
Olson there on Friday to survey through the entrance
and down to the Octopus Room. Pat Kambesis went
back on Saturday with Rick Toomey, Jenny
Lippmann, and Judy Ormeroid. They surveyed the
Octopus Room and prepared the ground for two additional trips on Sunday. On Sunday John Fielled Dan
Lamping, Peter Abrams, and Dan Greger, and Stan
Sides took Ann Bosted and Karen Willmes. The area
was substantially completed although a few small possibilities remain.
Four trips were fielded to Roppel. Bill Koesclmer
led a large party into the Abracadabra area of Roppel.
After arriving, Koeschner surveyed a side lead with
PeteBosted and Bob Alderson into UBACaver and
surveyed 288 feet before coming out into Gunnison
Creek, finishing off two leads with one trip. One small

side thing remains in a moderately difficult and inaccessible passage.
Dick Market, Peter Zabrok, and James Wells-the
climbing part of the above crew-undertook to check a
couple of climbing leads while the other crew was
occupied surveying. They climbed up their first lead in
Abracadabra and succeeded in getting up to a tight
canyon that went about 20 feet. Upon climbing back
down it was discovered that Market's hammer was left
behind. During the climb up a ledge broke while in use
as a handhold and the rock to which the protection
sling was tied also broke when loaded sending James
partway down the adj acent pit. Although the lead rope
was seriously damaged it held. The rope was repositioned and James was recovered. Another climb was
accomplished but lack of hammer prevented entry into
their main remaining lead and the party exited the
cave.
Bob Lodge took two trips to Freedom TraiV Freedom Hall area finishing the survey of a difficult passage and fairly large room. He had Rick and Chris
Hoechstetter on both trips and in addition they were
helped by Ann Kensler on Saturday.
Spike Crews pumped three crews into Flint Ridge
on Saturday. Two trips went to Candlelight River as a
combined six-person crew. Spike led Michael Freeman
and Peter Abrams and Andy Free led Dan Lamping
and Kim Chiles. They were working on completing a
giant loop out under Flint Ridge so that drawing can
proceed. Matt Goska, Matt Mezydlo, Rick Olson, and
John Delong went to Grund Trail which is about twothirds of the way to Candlelight River. The Candlelight River crews resurveyed almost 800 feet. The
Grund trail group got 160 and discovered that the area
was smaller than the majority of their crew and unfortunately vertical. Old trip reports suggest the way on is
down a pit that was done on an old bolt. A backup is
probably needed to do it safely.
Two trips were fielded in support of the Albert's
Domes map sheet. Charles Fox led Dan Greger, Steve
Ormeroid, and John Lovass to a side passage off Silliman's Avenue. This was completed and finished. Ed
Klausner led Elizabeth Winkler, Dawn Ryan, and Bill
Baus to Elmore's Pass past Henry's Dome. They completed several leads.
Dave West took a trip to the far reaches of Wilson
Cave. Some of his party caved Sunday despite Dave
bringing them back at 4 a.m. Dave led Karen Wi limes,
Laura Lexander, and Joyce Hoffmaster four hours into
Wilson and surveyed 350 feet in modest passage and
seemed, according to the trip report, to leave as many
leads as they completed.
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Stan's Well continues as before. On Saturday Stan
Sides took John Fiel and Norman Warnell to the exploration frontier and continued to shave rock for another few feet. The opening into a room didn't pan out
and the less-than-human-size canyon continues. The
survey lags but seems to heading northwest under the
valley instead of into the ridge to the south.
On Sunday Charles Fox led Matt Mezydlo, John
Lovass, and Jeff Crews into Frozen Niagara and down
the route to Cocklebur Avenue. The found the route
and described it well for future trips. Charles is working up the data for this area formerly worked by Kevin
Downs who is not presently caving. More trips will go
here in future months.
Ed Klausner led Dawn Ryan, Jenny Lippman,
Laura Lexander, and Michael Carter down Cleaveland
Avenue to survey small side areas which they accomplished. Michael went along and took pictures utilizing
the less busy party members.
John Delong, Matt Goska, Andy Free, and Bill
Baus went to the Morrison Junction room in the
Logsdon River T survey and continued to flesh out

side leads in that area. This was partly a sketcher training trip.
This was a pleasant and enjoyable expedition with
a lot of good people.
Missing Pit Cave - Matt Goska, Heather Levy, Matt Mezydlo;
Carmichael Entrance - 1) Scott House, Bob Osburn, Ed Klausner;
Scott House, Bob Osburn, Joanne Osburn, Amy Crews; Cox Entrance - 1) Andrea Croskrey, Rick Toomey, Rick Olson; 2) Pat
Kambesis, Rick Toomey, Jenny Lippmann, Judy Ormeroid; 3) John
Fiel, Dan Lamping, Peter Abrams, Dan Greger; 4) Stan Sides, Ann
Bosted, Karen Willmes; Roppel Cave - 1) Bill Koeschner, Peter
Bosted, Bob Alderson; 2) Dick Market, Peter Zabrok, James
Wells;3) Bob Lodge, Rick Hoechstetter , Chris Hoechstetter; 4) Bob
Lodge, Rick Hoechstetter , Chris Hoechstetter, Ann Kensler; Candlelight River - I) Spike Crews, Michael Freeman, Peter Abrams;
2) Andy Free, Dan Lamping, Kim Chiles; Grund Trail- Matt
Goska, Matt Mezydlo, Rick Olson, John Delong; Silliman's Avenue
- Charles Fox, Dan Greger, Steve Ormeroid, John Lovass; Elmore's
Pass - Ed Klausner, Elizabeth Winkler, Dawn Ryan, Bill Baus;
Wilson Cave - Dave West, Karen Willmes, Laura Lexander, Joyce
Hoffmaster; Stan's Well- Stan Sides, John Fiel, Norman Warnell;
Cocklebur Avenue - Charles Fox, Matt Mezydlo, John Lovass, Jeff
Crews; Cleaveland Avenue - Ed Klausner, Dawn Ryan, Jenny
Lippman, Laura Lexander, Michael Carter; Logsdon River T Survey - John Delong, Matt Goska, Andy Free, Bill Baus.

Mammoth Cave: Thanksgiving Expedition: November 23-27,2005
Expedition Leaders: Dave West and Karen Willmes
This year's Thanksgiving Expcdition was not as
well attended as some of the ones in the past. Nevertheless, 28 of the 39 attendees got underground, much
was accomplished, and a good time was had by all.
Trips were fielded in support of Cartography and
Lesser Caves. Over 730 feet of new survey was accomplished, and an additional2,nO feet of resurvey
was completed. We had our annual meeting with park
personnel on Friday as well.
Thc weather was dry but very cold. Unfortunately,
the threat ofrain again cancelled a planned trip to Hiddcn River Cave.
On Thursday, four trips were fielded, with objectives that would allow everyone to return in time for
Thanksgiving hlrkey.
Ed Klausner led Elizabeth Miller, Hannah Klausner, and Ann Bosted to Cleaveland to work on some
loose ends for Ed's map sheet. They accomplished a
profile view of Croghan's Hall through Dismal Hollow
as well as two cross sections in Helen's Grotto. They
finish ed the survey below Croghan's Hall, in an area
with some beautiful gypsum.
Bob Gulden continued working on his map of
Grcat Onyx, taking Dusty Gulden, Veda DePaepe, and
Ralph Earlandson along as he sketched a running profile from the entrance down Edwards Avenue.
Rick Olson, Greg Sholly, and Bruce Hatcher
dropped the 90-Foot Pit in Great Onyx. They first survcycd from thc ledge to a migrating shaft, a pool, and

a dead end. They tackled the drain next, but had to
give up when they didn't fit.
A large party went to Carlos Way to determine if
the mid-level route could be used to bypass the difficult traverse. Peter Bosted and Peter Zabrok succeeded
in rigging the drop and the climb back up. Charles
Fox, Walid Labaky, and Martin Gedeon continued the
resurvey of the main route so that surveys of the side
leads would have something to tie to. Zabrok, Bosted,
and Issam Boa checked some of the many leads noted
on the old surveys.
On Friday, Dave West, Bob Osburn, and Aaron
Addison had their annual meeting with Mark Depoy
and Rick Olson of the park's division of science and
resource management. Bob Osburn reported on the
excellent progress by current CRF cartographers, and
Aaron Addison demonstrated his work integrating GIS
and the small cave inventory.
Peter Bosted returned to Carlos Way with Greg
Sholly, Matt Goska, and Heather Levy. They continued the main line resurvey and surveyed several side
leads as well for a total of 91 7 feet. They noted several
side leads not marked on the old map.
Tom Brucker led Martin Gedeon, Walid Labaky,
Issam Boa, and Veda DePaepe to the northeast side of
Goblin Knob to look for Doyel Cave. They found only
a small cave, 10 feet long, and inventoried it. However, they could see three possible caves in the bluffs
across the Green River.
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Ed Klausner, Charles Fox, Peter Zabrok, Ralph
Earlandson, and Kevin Market headed out to Janet's
River with the objective of rigging a rope up to the
room above the beginning of the river. Peter Zabrok
fOlmd a way up and hung the rope. They also mopped
up a few leads.
Bob Gulden, Dusty Gulden, BC Jennings, and
Madison Long continued the profile of Edwards A venue in Great Onyx. They observed a spider egg sack
that was hatching lots of little spiders.
Aaron Addison, Bob Osburn, Karen Willmes, and
Dick Market dashed off to the elevator to check a couple cave locations. While Bob and Karen got a GPS
location for Hunts Sink Pit, Aaron and Dick investigated the location of Cathedral Domes Pit, which was
blowing a large amount of air.
Saturday Aaron, Dick, and Matt Goska returned to
Cathedral Domes Pit to survey it. The cave had never
been surveyed, but it turned out to be only 25 feet
long. The team then hiked out to Cotton Gin Hollow to
survey several small caves, Bucket Spring Cave and
Texas Cave. Both caves are cold air sinks: ice was
observed inside the entrance even though the outside
air temperature was over 50 degrees.
Bob Osburn, Rick Olson, Heather Levy, and
Karen Willmes went into the Doyel Valley entrance to
resketch the main T survey upstream of the Morrison
Junction room. They surveyed 1100 feet before the
sketcher rebelled at a big breakdown room. Water levels were low, so the party reconned the overlook. They
were able to get down below the usual water level, but
no further.
Charles Fox needed some more video footage for
the safety/resource protection video, so he took a number of people into the Violet City entrance, including
Ann Bosted, Veda DePaepe, Jenny Earlandson, and
Peter Bosted. Ann and Peter shot some still pictures as
well. After helping with the video, Ed Klausner, Dale
Andreatta, and Ralph Earlandson surveyed some of the
lower passages parallel to the tourist trail.
Tom Brucker led Elizabeth Miller, Hannah Klausner, and Kevin Market to Eyeless Fish Trail to correct
some blunders in the loop and tie a survey to Storm
Sewer. At the entrance climb they found a previously
overlooked low extension of Pohl Avenue, unsurveyed
and well decorated with white calcite.
Buz Grover and his son Henry went over to the
Collins house and ticket office to reminisce.
One of the pleasures of Thanksgiving expeditions
is the number of people who drop by to share a meal or
just say hello. Visitors included Bob and Chris Parrish,
Preston and Shari Forsythe, Jason Walz, Candy Leek,
Norman Warnell, and Colleen Olson.
Thank you to Buz, camp manager extraordinaire.
Henry Grover, Elizabeth Miller, Ann Bosted, Jenny

Earlandson, and Veda DePaepe were his right hands.
Thanks to Greg Sholly, who washed lots of dishes and
volunteered to stay in camp and cook corn muffins so
Karen could go caving on Saturday, and to Bob and
Dusty Gulden, who actually baked the muffins.
Charles Fox not only solved our computer problems
before we were even aware of them, he returned the
keys and shut down camp for us so we could get on the
road back to Baltimore.
Cleaveland Avenue - Ed Klausner, Elizabeth Miller, Hannah Klausner, Ann Bosted; Great Onyx Cave - 1) Bob Gulden, Dusty Gulden, Veda DePaepe, Ralph Earlandson; 2) Rick Olson, Greg Sholly,
Bruce Hatcher; 3) Bob Gulden, Dusty Gulden, BC Jennings, Madison Long; Carlos Way - 1) Peter Bosted, Peter Zabrok, Charles
Fox, Walid Labaky, Martin Gedeon, Issam Boa; 2) Peter Bosted,
Greg Sholly, Matt Goska, Heather Levy; Doyel Cave - Tom
Brucker, Martin Gedeon, Walid Labaky, Issam Boa, Veda DePaepe;
Janet's River - Ed Klausner, Charles Fox, Peter Zabrok, Ralph
Earlandson, Kevin Market; Hunt's Sink PiUCathedral Domes Pit Aaron Addison, Bob Osburn, Karen Willmes, Dick Market; Cathedral Domes PiUCotton Gin Hollow - Aaron Addison, Dick Market,
Matt Goska; River T-Survey - Bob Osburn, Rick Olson, Heather
Levy, Karen Willmes; Violet City - Charles Fox, Ann Bosted, Veda
DePaepe, Jenny Earlandson, Peter Bosted, Ed Klausner, Dale Andreatta, Ralph Earlandson; Eyeless Fish Trail- Tom Brucker, Elizabeth Miller, Hannah Klausner, Kevin Market.

John DeLong sketches a passage at the exit from Agony Avenue, near Candlelight River during the April
2006 Mammoth Cave expedition. Photo by Elizabeth
Winkler.
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Mammoth Cave: St. Patrick's Day Expedition: March 17-19, 2006
Expedition Leader: Pat Kambesis
Though this month's was a small expedition, a
variety of trips took place and some good work did get
done. Priority was Candlelight River and Agony Avenue. Trips also went to Cleaveland Avenue, to do
some small caves work, and in support of research in
the Logsdon River. A total of four trips were fielded to
destinations in Mammoth Cave National Park. Several
non-park objectives were also pursued but these are
not covered in this report.
On Friday, Spike Crews, Ben Ballagher, and Mike
Freeman accompanied Dr. Steve Kenworthy from
Western Kentucky University to his sampling site upstream of P. Strange Falls. The objective was to collect
water samples and to download data from loggers that
are installed in the river. Dr. Kenworthy was pleased
with his team and apparently a good time was had by
all.

Candlelight River/Agony Ave. - the fun continues:
A team composed of Spike Crews, Ben Gallagher,
John DeLong, Matt Mezydlo, and Pete Rogers entered
the Austin Entrance and proceeded to Best Way
Down. The parties split with Delong, Rogers, and
Mezydlo heading off to Agony Avenue while Crews
and Gallagher would survey down the canyon and into
the X survey to connect back to Agony Avenue.
Crews and Gallagher noted that breakdown
chokes the upper canyon of their objective and belly
crawling becomes an unpleasant reality. They continued their survey to a small dome which was mapped
on the previous expedition.
DeLong, Mezydlo, and Rogers surveyed a cutaround departing to the right of S39. Only three stations were set into this passage as various party members could not fit. For their next objective, they continued the main passage that degenerated into a sticky,
muddy crawl. A floor channel would widen to have
pools of water and sometimes mud-floored potholes.
The survey was pushed through what appeared to be
the worst of this bad section and the passage character
changed to 3-foot by 3-foot dry cave.
Cleaveland Avenue West
An "international team" composed of Tom
Brucker, Martin Gedeon, Issam Boujaoude, and Elizabeth Winkler ventured into Cleaveland Avenue to do
some cleanup in the Maelstrom Pit area. Gedeon and
Boujaoude rigged while Bnlcker and Winkler mapped
a short continuation of Croghan's Hall. They did find
an enterable 3-foot wide by 8-inch high crawl that
could be pushed further with some effort. Though the
Maelstrom Pit could be rigged with one rope, the pitch
was rigged in three separate sections in order to mini-

mize the affects of rock fall. The first pitch was 25 feet
to the first ledge, then 25 feet down a slope to a second
level in a side dome, and another 20 feet to a third
level-with 20 feet free to the floor. The pitches were
mapped. They noted a plaque with Einbigler's name at
the lowest part of the pit. There is a 2-foot wide by 1foot high, very wet drain in the pit. The other passages
on the various ledges as described in a previous account were apparently non-existent-(hey, that's why
we're checking all old leads!)

Pardue Cave - Cedar Springs Valley
Johanna Kovarik, Dan Nolfi, Mike Freeman, and
Glen Ridgeway did some small cave work in Cedar
Springs Valley. With GPS and topo maps, they located
Pardue Cave which is situated about three-quarters of a
mile from Cedar Sink. The cave is located at the base
of a small sink, 30 feet in diameter. The cave goes
approximately 34 feet then drops 16 feet into a small
stream. Blind crayfish were noted as were bats, cave
crickets, and a toad. A total of 173 feet was mapped.
The expedition managed to pull off 667 feet of
resurvey and 296 feet of new passage was added to
CRF's tally of survey work in Mammoth Cave National Park.
Logsdon River - Dr. Steve Kenworthy, Spike Crews, Ben Ballagher, Mike Freeman; Candlelight River/Agony Avenue - Spike
Crews, Ben Gallagher, John DeLong, Matt Mezydlo, Pete Rogers;
Cleaveland Avenue - Tom Brucker, Martin Gedeon, Issam Boujaoude, Elizabeth Winkler; Cedar Springs Valley - Johanna
Kovarik, Dan Nolli, Mike Freeman, Glen Ridgeway.

Elizabeth Winkler sits by the supply stash in Turner
Avenue in Unknown Cave during the April 2006 Mammoth Cave expedition. Photo by Janice Tucker.
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2006 EXPEDITION CALENDAR
Before attending any expedition, you must contact the expedition leader as trip sizes may be limited. Failure to
contact the leader may prevent you from attending the expedition as the trip may be full.

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS
If you have changed phone number (i.e., area

code split), e-mail address, or have moved, please
send your information to:
Phil Dffilasi
POBox 126
Louisville, KY 40201-0126

THE CRF WEBSITE
www.cave-research.org
Contact your operations manager for the user
id and password for the members-only section
of the site.
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